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Professor Simpson remarked that he had the previous day seen
a similar case, the first that had ever come under his notice.
The lady was about sixteen years of age, her father and mother
were English ; she had been born in Jamaica. The lady had
passed some portion of her life in a convent in the Himalaya
mountains, but had never seen the disease there. In her case
a symptom of leprosy, mentioned by Barnard Gordon, was
present-the disappearance of the muscles between the thumb
and forefinger. Professor Simpson believes that leprosy is
evidently on the increase in several European countries. In

Norway, with a population less than Scotland, 2000 were
returned as labouring under leprosy. In Canada two hospitals
have been opened for their reception. In Palestine, leper vil-
lages are still to be seen. Dr. Simpson has little doubt of its
contagious character in the early stages.-Report of 111eeting.

ARTISTS AND THEIR ANATOMY.

THE condition of the stomach, liver, intestines, and other
organs of nutrition situated in the abdomen, is the source of
important characteristics in the organism. Inertness of the

digestive organs will render the action of the brain, thoracic
viscera, and limbs feeble, even although their size be large,
and the consequence will be a peculiar, distressed, restrained,
and undecided expression communicated to the whole figure.
I have seen an artist combine a small thorax and abdomen
with forms, textures, and colours in the muscles and skin
which were incompatible with them; on other occasions I have
observed the condition of these organs faithfully represented
in the countenance, but altogether overlooked in the texture of
the muscles and the character of the limbs. Occasionally the
expression of strong digestion is given, when the artist means
to represent the characteristic effects of large lungs.-Mr.
COMBE <3M P769-enology applied to Painting and Sculpture.

SICKNESS AND MORTALITY IN FRANCE.

From a table constructed from observations made in the
hospitals of Paris for the year 1850, and republished in the
Ass2c&middot;ance Magazine for April, 1855, it appears that masons,
amongst males, present by far the highest figure as sufferers;
next come the tailors, then house-painters, then bakers, then
turners, then smelters; amongst these the days of sic7eness are
longest in the masons, next in the tailors, then in the painters,
next in the bakers, next in the turners, and lastly in the tan-
ners. Of all these the mortality is highest in the tailors; the
masons follow, and the other occupations in the order we have
already given. Out of 6715 women attacked with sickness
during the above period, not fewer than 4268, or nearly two-
thirds, were confectioners. In an admirable work on the be-
nevolent institutions of France, M. de Watteville, in 1851,
stated the ratio of deaths in the hospitals of Paris to be 1 in
11, both for males and females. This was for the year 1847,
which, from the dearness of provisions and the consequent
misery of the poorer classes, must be considered exceptional.
He estimates also the average duration of sick cases in the
hospital as twenty-four days for males and twenty-five for
females. The average mortality amongst female cases seems
to be greater than amongst males, the former being 1 death
for 11-94 patients, and the latter 1 in 13’92; but this may
arise from females not having recourse to the aid of the hospital
until the last extremity. -

DYSENTERY AND HEPATIC ABSCESS.

The frequency of abscess of the liver in intertropical regions
and its comparative infrequency in temperate climes, have long
been the subject of observation. The connexion of abscess of
the liver with dysentery has been especially noted by eastern

practitioners. We are informed that in India almost a moiety
of the cases of dysentery is complicated with abscess of the
liver. The researches of French physicians in Algeria have
proved the frequency of hepatic inflammations in the dysentery
of that province. Here, the combination is rare; but I have
more than once observed it. In the Millbank Penitentiary
dysentery prevails frequently; but from Dr. Baly we learn
that abscess of the liver has not been found as a complication.
In the cases of dysentery observed by Dr. Mayne, in the South
Dublin Union, the tissue of the liver was found invariably
softened. This was not the case in the present instance [a boy
eleven years old] ; the tissue of the liver, with the exception
of the part immediately surrounding the abscess, differed in no
respect from healthy hepatic tissue in consistence, but it was
unnaturally pale. The age at which this combination of

dysentery and abscess of the liver existed is, I apprehend, un-
usually early. M. Legendre, however, has recorded cases in
which hepatitis followed enteritis at a very early period of life.
- Dr. BANKS in Dublin Hospital Gazette.

ELEPHANTIASIS ORIENTALIS.

Elephantiasis, however manifested, whether in the genitals
or in the limbs, is essentially one and the same disease. If of

long standing, serious changes will also be found in the inter-
nal organs, and very likely in the blood itself. The mecha-
nical presence of syphilitic indurations of hydrocele and
of hernia, and much more of the elephantoid tumour in an
early stage, seems to drag on the constitution to a confirmed
state of the disease. That fatty degenerations of various
organs are concomitant affections with elephantiasis, my own
observations have convinced me.-Dr. WEBB in Indian
Annals.

New Inventions
IN AID OF THE 

PRACTICE OF MEDICINE AND SURGERY.

COD-LIVER OIL CHOCOLATE.&mdash;JEFFREY’S PURE
COD-LIVER OIL WITH QUININE.

UNDER the above heading, we draw attention to a prepara-
tion which has been recently registered in the Patent-office, as
a substance likely to do away with many of the objections
raised against the use of cod-liver oil.
As an article of concentrated diet, independent of any

remedial effect it may possess, cod-liver oil has been favourably
received and adopted by the profession. It possesses, however,
an inconvenience to many persons in the unpleasantness of its
odour and taste-so great, indeed, as frequently to prevent its
being taken. The present substance bids fair to remove

entirely these objections to the use of the oil. The choco-
late is odorized with cinnamon, bitter almonds, peppermint,
&c., so as to give it an agreeable flavour, and perfectly to
cover the fishy taste of the oil.
Our French neighbours employ chocolate very freely as an

article of food. In England we are not much accustomed to
its use, but it is a highly nourishing matter, containing a
larger proportion of nitrogen than any other vegetable sub-
stance. The prepared oil chocolate, it is stated, agrees well
with even the most delicate stomachs, and is highly beneficial
in all diseases attended with debilitating effects. When the

ordinary amount of food is insufficient to support the strength,
it is a valuable auxiliary, quickly restoring the waste both of
fat and animal fibre. We believe that when this preparation
becomes well known it will be generally adopted by the pro-
fession. 

____

Mr. Jeffrey’s preparation is a very elegant one. It contains
two grains of quinine to the ounce.

TESTIMONIAL TO A POOR-LAW SURGEON.-At the weekly
meeting of the Stourbridge Board of Guardians, held on Friday,
October 12th, a letter was read from Mr. Moore, the medical
officer at Halesowen, expressing his wish to resign his office at
Christmas. In doing so he tendered his warm acknowledg-
ments for the great courtesy shown to him by the board during
the twenty years he had been a medical officer to the union.
In accepting this resignation, the following resolution, moved
by Mr. Granger, and seconded by Mr. Trewolla, was passed
unanimously-" That the marked thanks of this board are
eminently due, and are hereby given to E. Moore, Esq., for
the uniform courtesy displayed by him, and for the very able
and efficient manner in which he has discharged the duties of
medical officer of the Halesowen district from almost the
formation of the union till the present time, which has afforded
alike satisfaction to the poor, the ratepayers, and the guardians."
A copy of this resolution was ordered to be forwarded to Mr.
Moore.


